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KEEPING CHILDREN
SAFE ONLINE

(3 (.(V i d
G WHY GROUP CHATS CAN BE RIS| ?;l 1
Children may be added to groups by people s

'l‘ they do not know.
' Grooming can start with friendship, attention,

Ask who is in their groups. \ ,
d@n el them think about who they /
really know online.

gifts, games or status. op ave
Children can be pressured to share photos, Check privacy settings together C_e" ?"d
personal information or their location. (e.g. who can add them to groups, gular
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@ Sexual images can be requested, shared or used phocanecteripodicend pesth rsnhm

hi i ild. P
poleatedebackn e Encourage them to tell you if someone / |

Criminal exploitation can involve secrecy, e i e AL

money, gifts, drugs, violence or pressure to
meet others.

3 A b Reassure them: they will not be in trouble
Screenshots, forwarding and disappearing for asking for help.
messages can make harmful content difficult
to control.
Suddenly secretive about their phone. Keep accounts private and review group-chat

settings (e.g. who can add them).
New online friends or contacts they cannot explain.

Encourage children to block and report

Receiving gifts, money or new phones/clothes. suspicious accounts.

e Becoming withdrawn, anxious or upset after e Save evidence/screenshots if something

being online. worrying happens.

Eﬁﬂ Missing school or going missing.

Talking about meeting people they know online. Get advice early — you do not need to be certain
that exploitation is happe'mng .\vn\‘l'vd'
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WORRIED ABOUT A CHILD? [ e
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Herefordshire Children’s Services - SAFE Team Yy ——
For advice and support about child exploitation (including online exploitation) 0 Herefordshire MASH

issing children.
and missing children 01432 260800 (office hours)

@ Email: exploitationteam@herefordshire.gov.uk 01905 768020 (out of hours)

Do not confront a suspected exploiter yourself
as this could put your child at further risk.

Sexualised messages/images or pressure to send pictures.

Trus{' gour msfmd’s Early advice can make a difference. @ Herefordshire

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. Council




